April 7, 1983 LB 198

needs, | feel that LB 198 and the fees 1ls gust another

pi ece of the water picture that needs to be put into

pl ace. We need to docunent all of our present water uses.
Recharge water is lnportant and is used in the state.
Document ati on of water rights has to be paid for. | feel
where recharge has resulted in | ess punping costs or no

punpi ng costs as well as a nore reliable or stable water
supply, a fee is )ustified. | know that water users have

not all supported this concept and | can see why. | feel
there is a limted nunber of individuals who are know edge-
abl e concerning water |laws and issues, therefore, it is
harder for the public, including irrigators, to see the
whol e water picture. | feel it is a natural reaction for
wat er users to re)cot any increased fees that they wll
need to pay. An irrigatlon district or prospect is a ways
goi ng to have sone peopl e who have been unhappy wth
service, |and danage nanagement, water danmage, €tcetera.
LB 198 is a fresh opportunity for themto express past
negatives again. WLth all thls in mind as aprospect water
user, nmy opinion remains as | stated in the beginning."

So | feel that 198 would be a whole |ot better bill 1f

we did allowthe process that is in the bill, and | realize
that we are tal king about the amendment now and it is all
spell ed out how this water fee woul d be charged and what
they would have to go through in order to establish the
fact that there was indeed arecharge effect by the existing
irrigation districts. Now | know nost of you feel that
perhaps the Tri-County to the south of where | live is

the nost concerned about this but this is not true and

| hope that Senator Barrett and perhaps Senator Lundy who
are famliar with the north side of theriver will also
speak because there we have some of the ol dest canal s

in the State of Nebraska and they do not have their water
ri ghts established for ground water recharge. If the
state or the water control people would actually limt
themto the nunber of gallons of water, acre feet of

water that they are using for surface irrigation, the

woul d be curtailed i mensely. Theywouldn't haveenough
water to operate on. So we need this fundi ng inny esti-
mation to prove our water rlghts and to establish them
with the other states and also within the State of Nebraska.

I really think you are crippling this bill if you do not
al l ow that to happen. Now as for those that have gotten
nmai | perhaps about too much water, | happen to be I'n that

area where we would be glad to give sonebody a little
water right now because it is about at the top of the
ground but we have put in drainage ditches and are able

to control that, and | guess | would say that for instance
in Tri-County's case if they can establish that they are
putting the water into the aqulfer and it is harm ng sone-
body, they are going to have to pay for it because it would



